EPA Draft Rules for UIC Class VI Wells
Development

Information and concepts obtained in public technical forums significantly contributed to by the research and environmental community

Results

Class VI geological sequestration well design characteristics closely parallel Class I hazardous waste wells


Technical Concerns
· The MMV requirements for CO2 EOR sites are unaddressed, particularly after cessation of crude oil production (Is it a CO2 sequestration site?)
· Uncertainties associated with the process of grandfathering Class II EOR wells for subsequent Class VI GS use with regard to specific design features (MIT)

· Lack of an unambiguously defined definition for the area of review (AoR) 

· Additional cementing and tubular completion requirements.  Specifically,: 

· Cementing of the production tubing to the surface, 

· Installation of an annulus liquid level detector,

· Installation of a hydraulically activated down-hole shut-off valve, and,

· Use of corrosion resistant materials well.  (In the text, the definition of corrosion resistant materials is ill-defined.)

· Corrosion requirements that have been assumed rather than identified in the absence of a specific composition
· Requirements for both internal and external mechanical integrity tests (MITs)
· Extensive monitoring of reservoir and site variable during and after CO2 injection  

· A 50-year post injection site care period that may either be reduced or extended at the discretion of the director.  

